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illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: . . . of drift origin. None of these materials are in their pure state but were deposited
when the current was reduced upon leaving the main channel. The grade of the material depends on the
section of country from which the flood comes and the strength of the current. In the flooded districts, during
the earlier history, there seems to to have been a greater deposit from the western streams which carried the
gumbo from the drift sections, but as time elapsed the shifting of the current has handled and rehandled the
material until even expert geologists are at a loss to determine the old sections of the valley from the new,
except those formed in recent years. Th clays above referred to are at times mixed with sand and loam of
various sections and form a hard, brittle material, which. , when dry, breaks into small fragments resembling
marbles and is known in the levee districts as buckshot. A large percentage of clay is preferable for use in levee
construction as it will resist running water, either over the top or through holes in the embankment, better than
other materials, and when dry it becomes hard. If the levee is constructed properly it will crack longitudinally in
dry weather and when moistened it will close and become as strong as originally. Seepage is not great through
clay sections and protection is therefore afforded to adjoining land. Wave wash also has less effect on clay than
any of...
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