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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Travels of a
Consular, Officer in North-West China The following chapters
give some account of a series of journeys through the North-
Western Provinces of China, undertaken in connection with the
Anglo-Chinese Opium Treaty and other matters requiring
investigation on the spot in conjunction with Chinese officials.
Shensi and Kansu are not very well known to foreigners
generally owing to their isolation and to the absence of any
towns open to foreign trade therein; but they contain many
regions well worth visiting, and Kansu especially, with its
profusion of game, European climate, and interesting mixed
population of Chinese, Mahomedans, Tibetans, and Mongols, is
in many respects one of the most attractive of the eighteen
Provinces. We were greatly indebted to the Chinese officials,
both those who accompanied us and those of the districts
through which we passed, for their constant courtesy and
assistance, which did much to mitigate the hardships of these
long journeys through the mountains and deserts of the North
West. In all we covered a distance of 14,200 li (about 4000 miles)
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