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Excerpt: . .. 11 last few years. The President, by offering up his priorities and policy choices, means to start a
healthy debate about how much to spend on what, and he recognizes that Congress will have its own, often
different ideas, but he believes firmly that the total spent must be limited to the amount he has recommended.
Second, the idea that the budget should become more transparent and honest than its recent predecessors. We
propose to return to the spirit of the Budget En-forcement Act, by working with Congress on a budget that sets
actual limits on spending, followed by appropriations bills that conform to those limits and pass in a timely
fashion. We propose to limit tactical circumventions, such as advance ap-propriations and bogus emergency
spending that has served to evade legal expendi-ture limits and to confuse the public about how much its
government is actually spending. Lastly, the commitment to match the openness and responsibility we urge on
Con-gress with integrity in the crafting of our own proposal. We have attempted to en-sure that the
assumptions and data underlying our budget are as prudent and jus-tifiable as we believe the use of each
taxpayer dollar should be. We have tried to resist the trap of false precision, and provided ample room for the
many large uncer-tainties that face us in planning for so many dollars over so many years. With that preface,
let me summarize the proposal we lay before...
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