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providing guidance on the conduct of reconnaissance, security, and other tactical enabling tasks. It provides
guidance in the form of combat-tested tactics and procedures for tactical enabling tasks modified to exploit
emerging Army and joint offensive and defensive capabilities. FM 3-90-2 expounds on the doctrinal
fundamentals established in Army Doctrine Reference Publication (ADRP) 3-90. ADRP 3-90 and FM 3-90-1 must be
read before reading FM 3-90-2, since that is where the doctrine and tactics for the conduct of offensive and
defensive tasks and the art and science of tactics is found. FM 3-90-2 addresses the basic tactics associated with
the conduct of tactical enabling tasks. The principal audience for FM 3-90-2 is all members of the profession of
arms. Commanders and staffs of Army headquarters serving as a joint task force or multinational
headquarters should also refer to applicable joint or multinational doctrine concerning the range of military
operations and joint or multinational forces. Trainers and educators throughout the Army will also use this
publication. FM 3-90-2 focuses on the organization of forces, minimum essential control measures, and general
planning, preparation, and execution considerations for each tactical enabling task not the subject of its own
publication. It is the common reference for those tactical enabling tasks that it addresses for all students of the
art and science of tactics, both in the field and the Army school system. The considerations in this publication
apply to small tactical units, such as companies and battalions, even though most of the figures in this
publication use the division and the brigade combat team (BCT) echelons to illustrate points in the text.
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